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Introduction 

From the Industrial Revolution onwards there has been an increase in the amount of carbon 

dioxide entering the atmosphere. Thirty percent of human-made carbon dioxide is absorbed into 

the ocean via the process of ocean acidification (OA).1 This is damaging to the ocean food chain 

and alters the growth of certain invertebrates and calcifying animals. Ocean acidification 

negatively alters the ocean food chain by reducing the population of phytoplankton and 

zooplankton. Forage fish such as anchovies, sardines, and herring feed on phytoplankton and 

zooplankton and are used in the aquaculture industry to feed larger fish like salmon and tuna.  

Aquaculture is the harvesting of fish and other marine life for food and other products. 

Furthermore, when exposed to acidic water calcifying marine animals develop less dense 

biomineral exoskeletons, have smaller bodies, and fail to form complete shells. Because of this, 

ocean acidification is expected to damage the shellfish industry. Bivalves such as oysters and 

clams have been proven to be negatively affected at a young age, making it hard to grow the 

population. Finally, certain sea animals such as jellyfish are able to adapt and thrive in acidic 

water. Jellyfish can invade aquaculture farms and kill the inhabitants. Solutions to preventing 

ocean acidification include: educating consumers to become more knowledgeable on the 

various methods in which carbon dioxide emissions can be diminished, instituting policies that 

will call for the reduction of carbon dioxide, and developing new technology to increase the yield 

of sustainably raised aquaculture.  

 

What is Ocean Acidification? 

Ocean acidification (OA) is the change in the ocean chemistry and lowering of pH. This occurs 

due to the excess anthropogenic (human-made) carbon dioxide (CO2) being absorbed into the 

ocean that combines with water molecules to make carbonic acids (H2CO3).2 Carbon dioxide is 

a colorless and odorless gas.3 It can be found in nature from plant and animal respiration, 

volcanic eruptions, forest fires and decomposition of organic matter.4 However, since the 

Industrial Revolution anthropogenic carbon dioxide and emissions have been rising.5 Carbonic 

acid dissolves into bicarbonate ions (HCO3-) which results in the release of hydrogen ions. 

These excess hydrogen ions cause the ocean’s pH to decrease which increases its acidity. 

Water is considered acidic when it has more free hydrogen ions (H+) than hydroxyl ions (OH-).6 

Since the mid 1700’s the ocean’s pH value has decreased 0.1 to achieve a new level of 8.1. 
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Over the next century, however, it is expected to decrease at a rapid rate. By the year 2100 the 

ocean’s pH is expected to decrease to the value of 7.67 due to the massive amounts of 

deforestation over the past 200 years.7 There are currently fewer trees than before the Industrial 

Revolution to absorb the increased carbon dioxide emissions, as open land is being razed to 

make room for agriculture and new buildings.2 

 

Ocean Acidification and the Food Chain 

The ocean is expected to become less diverse and the abundance of different species will 

decline as the waters become more acidic.8 This will negatively affect the food chain. 

Phytoplankton are microscopic single-cell plant organisms that convert sunlight and carbon 

dioxide into food using photosynthesis. They are at the bottom of the food chain and are 

essential to satiating the ocean, as many species of phytoplankton are consumed by a large 

number of animals such as krill, fish, and whales.9 Phytoplankton experience a variety of 

changes due to OA. According to an analysis conducted by the MIT on many different 

phytoplankton species, some populations grew slower and disappeared while others 

experienced great population growth and survived, contributing to the species imbalance.10 The 

analysis showed that as the oceans warm, phytoplankton in North Carolina will move to 

Boston’s colder waters.10 This will only provide temporary relief, however, as cold water has an 

increased rate of carbon absorption due to the fact that it holds more dissolved gases than 

warm water.11 Ultimately, the phytoplankton will experience a similar fate due to OA as in 

warmer waters.  

 

Similarly, a study performed on the foraminifera species of zooplankton showed that the 

population decreased significantly in acidic waters. Unlike phytoplankton which are plants, 

zooplankton are animals and feed on phytoplankton.12 It is expected that the tropical 

foraminifera will go extinct as the water becomes more acidic.13 This is problematic because this 

organism provides food for a vast amount of other marine life like sand dollars and tropical 

fish.14 The variation of marine life will become off-balanced as those who eat the disappearing 

planktons will have escalated competition for food and resulting population decline.10 In 

aquaculture, farm-raised fish, such as salmon and tuna, consume omega-3 fatty-acid packed 

fish fodder and oils made from forage fish that depend on phytoplankton and zooplankton.15 

 

Ocean acidification places larger marine species at risk as well. Arctic cod is essential for 

supplying food to larger animals on the food chain like whales, seals, and seabirds16 and 
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provides food for humans from wild catch and aquaculture.17 It was observed in a study that the 

larvae of Arctic cod were twice as likely to die in their first 25 days of life when placed in waters 

replicating what the ocean’s pH is expected to be in the year 2100.18 

 

Calcifying Animals  

As the ocean becomes acidic there will be more hydrogen ions (H+) present in the water. These 

excess hydrogen ions bond with carbonate ions (CO2-
3) which diminishes their supply in the 

ocean. Calcifying animals such as pteropod zooplankton, bivalves (oysters, clams and scallops) 

and lobsters use carbonate ions to build their calcium carbonate shell. Calcifying animals that 

do not build their full shell are at a higher risk of being attacked by a predator, experience less 

reproduction and have increased rate of disease.19 Studies conducted on pteropods or sea 

butterflies that have shells that are made of aragonite (a weak calcium carbonate), show that 

when exposed to acidic waters their shells dissolved significantly.20 

 

When exposed to acidic water bivalves develop smaller bodies and brittle shells. Mussels have 

an organ known as byssal threads that stick to rocks. Healthy mussels can use this sticky organ 

to keep themselves safe from being pulled by a strong surf. In acidic waters they lose their 

stickiness and fail to attach to rocks. In aquaculture mussels fail to latch onto the ropes used for 

harvesting them and cannot be retrieved when they fall to the seafloor. Mussel farmers place a 

platter below the rope to catch them when their byssal threads do not stick to the line.21 During 

an oyster’s first 24-48 hours of life they go through a major growth spurt and develop 70% of 

their aragonite shell. Once the shell is partially generated they can start developing tissue. 

Analysis on farms in the Pacific Northwest showed that the low amounts of calcium carbonate 

present in acidic waters made it difficult for oysters to build their shells. Some oyster larvae are 

failing to build their shells in this stage, resulting in their death and a decrease in the oyster 

population.22 The oysters that are successful in have a shell that is brittle and can fracture upon 

harvesting.23 Many Americans on the East Coast, West Coast, Alaska and in the South depend 

on the bivalve aquaculture industry.24 Additionally, harvesting bivalves provide food and jobs for 

many people around the world. The demand for bivalves has increased and is expected to 

continue to increase to feed the growing global population.25 

 

Oysters and other bivalves help ocean marine life and the finfish aquaculture industry. They are 

filter feeders which prevent nitrogen and phosphorus levels from becoming too concentrated.26 

A body of water that is too concentrated in nitrogen and phosphorus is at risk of having toxic 
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algal blooms. Toxic algal blooms are expected to occur more frequently as the ocean's 

temperature increases.27 This is damaging to aquaculture because the blooms deplete the 

oxygen present in the water by consuming oxygen to grow and killing aquatic plants by blocking 

sunlight.28 Wild fish are able to migrate to oxygenated water, however aquaculture-raised 

inhabitants cannot due to the pens they are kept in, so they ultimately die. Toxic algal blooms 

can also set forth diseases on farmed fish and shellfish that are transmittable and harmful to 

humans.29 In May of 2019 eight million farm-raised salmon in Norway died due to this 

occurrence.30 In April of 2020, 10,000 salmon on a farm in Chile also died due to a toxic algal 

bloom.31 The aquaculture industry has experienced tremendous losses over the span of many 

years due to a variety of different species of algal blooms. 

 

Lobsters and the lobster industry are being harmed by ocean acidification. In acidic waters 

lobsters develop health problems. A study conducted on lobsters shows that organisms living in 

acidic waters developed a decrease in heart function and fewer infection-fighting cells which 

increases their risk of mortality.32 The number of young lobsters is also declining because the 

zooplankton copepods that lobsters feed on are failing to grow normal-sized bodies in warm 

waters. Studies show that when lobsters from the Gulf of Maine are exposed to acidic waters, 

they respirated more and required more energy through food. However, there is less food 

available so they conserve energy by not reproducing.33  

 

In the West Coast the Dungeness crabs’ shells are dissolving in acidic water. A study conducted 

on the crabs noted that the exoskeleton surrounding their body, legs and mechanoreceptors 

broke down significantly.34 The dissolution of their shells and mechanoreceptors is leading to a 

decrease in vital sensory functions which limits mobility, increases their risk of being attacked by 

a predator and reduces their efficiency when hunting.35 

 

Both the Maine lobster and West Coast crab industries are negatively affected by ocean 

acidification, as each is dependent on the crustaceans for their income. Ocean acidification is 

expected to damage the shellfish industry by hampering the crustaceans’ development and 

shortening the life expectancy of various calcifying animals. 

 

Resistant Sea Creatures  

Jellyfish are predicted to become more dominant as the oceans lower in pH. These tentacled 

creatures have been discovered living in volcanic seeps in the Mediterranean.36 Volcanic seeps 
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have an increased level of carbon dioxide and a low pH due to the CO2 bubbles they release.37 

The jellyfish do not seem to be impacted by the acidic environment of these volcanic seeps. 

Furthermore, an experiment was conducted on Australian spotted jellyfish polyps that involved 

subjecting the polyps to water that had been adjusted to the pH level expected in the year 2100. 

The results showed that the jellyfish polyps proved to be resistant to the acidic water at that pH 

level.38Jellyfish have swarmed fish farms and killed a significant number of the fish present. At a 

farm in Northern Ireland in 2007, 100,000 salmon died due to a jellyfish invasion.39 Seven years 

later in November 2014 at a farm in North Uist, Scotland, a massive collection of jellyfish killed 

300,000 of the salmon occupants.40 

 

Ways to reduce carbon dioxide emissions 

Ocean acidification is caused in part by the excess carbon dioxide released by human activity. 

These activities include the burning of fossil fuels for energy, deforestation, car transportation 

and using heat or air conditioning. The ocean can only absorb a certain amount of carbon 

dioxide. Scientists fear that as the ocean reaches its absorption limit, more carbon dioxide will 

enter the atmosphere. The carbon dioxide collects heat from the sun and warms the earth in a 

process known as the greenhouse gas effect, causing the water’s temperature to rise.7 This 

event causes problems like rising sea levels, stronger storms, melting sea ice, and more.41 

There are many different actions that can be done to reduce an individual's CO2 emissions, such 

as: 

● Eating less meat- The meat industry produces carbon dioxide as forests are being cut 

down and burned to make room for cattle and livestock. Healthy trees absorb carbon 

dioxide and release oxygen but when they are set ablaze extra CO2 is released. Brazil is 

the largest exporter of beef products in the world.42 The cattle ranching industry is a 

large component as to why the Amazon rainforest is currently being deforested at an 

alarming rate.43A secondary consequence is that the deforested land needs to be ignited 

every few years to allow the grass to re-sprout after the nutrition in the soil is depleted by 

the continuous grazing from cattle.44 

● Green shopping- for clothing items it is recommended that consumers donate or sell old 

clothes, purchase second-hand items and avoid buying trendy “fast fashion” products to 

prevent the vast amount of clothing that ends up in landfills.45 The clothing and fashion 

industry produces 10% of the globe's carbon dioxide emissions.46 

● Unplugging vampire outlets- Another way to reduce carbon emission is to unplug 

devices that are fully charged or not in use. Energy “vampires” include phone chargers, 
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electronic hair styling tools like dryers and curling irons, cable boxes, coffee makers and 

more. These electronics continue to use energy when plugged in even when turned off. 

By not unplugging these devices an extra 44 million tons of anthropogenic carbon 

dioxide are emitted per year in the United States.47 This energy-saving practice will not 

only save the oceans but it will also save money over a long period of time.48 

● Using less plastic- According to a study both the production and decomposition of 

plastics produces excess carbon dioxide. Plastic is made of petroleum which emits 

carbon dioxide upon extraction, distillation and processing. The incineration and 

dumping of plastics also releases carbon dioxide. Recycling would lower the carbon 

dioxide emission but 90.5 percent of the world's plastics are not recycled.49 Scientists 

have developed bioplastics made of either sugarcane or corn which are carbon neutral. 

This is because as the plants grow they absorb CO2 that will later be released as the 

plastic decomposes.50  Not only will this help protect the oceans by reducing carbon 

emissions resulting in ocean acidification, but also by reducing the amount of plastics 

that harm fish and other marine creatures. 

● Conserving water- Pumping and heating water requires energy. The less water someone 

uses the less energy needed to retrieve and heat it.51 There are many ways to lower 

water usage, from sealing pipes to reducing water use when gardening. 

 

Some of these lifestyle changes might not work for everyone due to economic stability, health 

and available resources. However, if everyone does what they are able to do to reduce their 

carbon emissions it will make a big difference. This approach gives everyone power over the 

future of the ocean.  

 

Engaging with the government  

One way to reduce carbon dioxide emissions is to engage with the government to instate 

policies and laws that promote the protection of the environment. Politicians have created these 

laws with input from individuals who are passionate about going green. The plastic straw ban 

movement began when a nine-year old child initiated an anti-straw campaign. Over the course 

of a few years the movement began to expand and politicians took notice.52 In 2018 California 

passed a law that banned the distribution of plastic straws at sit-down restaurants unless 

requested by the customer.53 In another instance, in 2008 New York passed a bill that banned 

large chain stores from keeping their doors open in the summer months after numerous people 

sent letters to their local councilperson. In 2015 the bill was amended so all stores and 
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restaurants are required to close their doors when the air conditioning is on.54  It is estimated 

that one 10,000 square foot building that keeps its doors open during the summer would release 

an extra 2.5 tons of carbon dioxide a season.55 These are examples of a group of people 

contacting their government officials and encouraging action. It is important for people no matter 

what age to advocate for change.  

 

Solutions for the Bivalve Industry   

Scientists have been selectively breeding bivalves to withstand ocean acidification. As stated 

bivalves have been annihilated due to the lack of calcium carbonate in the water leaving their 

shells underdeveloped. This is resulting in a deleterious effect on the oyster population. 

However, a study from Australia published in 2019 on the estuary-raised Sydney rock oyster 

proved that it is possible to successfully selectively breed oysters. The oysters were bred to 

have larger bodies and be resistant to diseases. The oysters that were selectively bred 

experienced an alteration in their calcite crystal biomineralization and were able to build a 

stronger and thicker shell.56 At the University of Washington, researchers have also successfully 

bred Pacific oysters to be resistant to OA.57 

 

Other organizations are inventing creative ways to grow oysters that can withstand the impacts 

of ocean acidification. One organization collects used oyster shells from restaurants, which are 

already fully formed, and proceeds to place them in a hatchery with oyster larvae. The goal of 

this method is for the larvae to attach to a fully developed shell. Once the larvae grow to a 

certain size in their new shell, they are placed into the oyster reefs in the ocean where they 

continue to live for the rest of their lives.58  

 

Conclusion 

Ocean acidification is a threat to marine life and the irreversible damage to the oceans has 

taken a toll on the aquaculture industry. Scientists have already developed and are continuing to 

create solutions to promote the longevity of bivalves. Additionally, there are many ways for 

individuals to prevent further damage by reducing excess carbon dioxide emissions. As these 

levels are reduced, the worsening effects of ocean acidification will also decline.  

 
 
References 

1. Diana, Olick. “Oyster Reefs Are Making a Comeback–by Protecting Coasts from the Ravages of Climate 
Change.” CNBC, CNBC, 8 Oct. 2019, www.cnbc.com/2019/10/08/oyster-reefs-making-a-comeback-to-
protect-coasts-from-climate-change.html. 

http://www.cnbc.com/2019/10/08/oyster-reefs-making-a-comeback-to-protect-coasts-from-climate-change.html
http://www.cnbc.com/2019/10/08/oyster-reefs-making-a-comeback-to-protect-coasts-from-climate-change.html


 Ariella Duvel 

8 

2. “Understanding the Science of Ocean and Coastal Acidification.” EPA, Environmental Protection Agency, 23 
Aug. 2019, www.epa.gov/ocean-acidification/understanding-science-ocean-and-coastal-
acidification#carbon. 

3. “Carbon Dioxide.” Wisconsin Department of Health Services, 20 Dec. 2019, 
www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/chemical/carbondioxide.htm. 

4. See other article  
5. Haigh, Prof Joanna. “A Brief History of the Earth's CO2.” BBC News, BBC, 19 Oct. 2017, 

www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-41671770. 
6. pH and Water, www.usgs.gov/special-topic/water-science-school/science/ph-and-water?qt-

science_center_objects=0#qt-science_center_objects. 
7. Kennedy, Caitlyn. “Ocean Acidification, Today and in the Future: NOAA Climate.gov.” Ocean Acidification, 

Today and in the Future | NOAA Climate.gov, 3 Nov. 2010, www.climate.gov/news-features/featured-
images/ocean-acidification-today-and-future 

8. The Ocean Portal Team Reviewed by Jennifer Bennett (NOAA). “Ocean Acidification.” Smithsonian Ocean, 
20 June 2019, ocean.si.edu/ocean-life/invertebrates/ocean-acidification. 

9. “What Are Phytoplankton?” NASA, NASA, earthobservatory.nasa.gov/features/Phytoplankton. 
10. Chu, Jennifer. “Ocean Acidification May Cause Dramatic Changes to Phytoplankton.” MIT News, 20 July 

2015, news.mit.edu/2015/ocean-acidification-phytoplankton-0720. 
11. “Anderson, Bob. “Does Temperature Control Atmospheric Carbon Dioxide Concentrations?” State of the 

Planet, 3 Aug. 2010, blogs.ei.columbia.edu/2010/07/07/does-temperature-control-atmospheric-carbon-
dioxide-concentrations/. 

12. National Geographic Society. “Plankton.” National Geographic Society, 30 Aug. 2019, 
www.nationalgeographic.org/encyclopedia/plankton/. 

13. Uthicke, S., Momigliano, P. & Fabricius, K. High risk of extinction of benthic foraminifera in this century due 
to ocean acidification. Sci Rep 3, 1769 (2013). https://doi.org/10.1038/srep01769 

14. “FORAM FACTS  AN INTRODUCTION TO FORAMINIFERA.” FORAM FACTS - OR AN INTRODUCTION 
TO FORAMINIFERA, ucmp.berkeley.edu/fosrec/Wetmore.html. 

15. “Forage Fish FAQ.” The Pew Charitable Trusts, 25 Sept. 2013, www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-
analysis/fact-sheets/2013/09/25/forage-fish-faq. 

16. Stevenson, Todd. “Arctic Wildlife: Get to Know the Polar Cod.” Ocean Conservancy, 26 Feb. 2018, 
oceanconservancy.org/blog/2016/03/23/arctic-wildlife-get-to-know-the-polar-cod/. 

17. Cultured Aquatic Species Information Programme. Gadus morhua. Cultured Aquatic Species Information 
Programme. Text by Håkon Otterå. In: FAO Fisheries and Aquaculture Department [online]. Rome. Updated 
1 January 2004. [Cited 5 August 2020]. 

18. Hänsel MC, Schmidt JO, Stiasny MH, Stöven MT, Voss R, Quaas MF (2020) Ocean warming and 
acidification may drag down the commercial Arctic cod fishery by 2100. PLoS ONE 15(4): e0231589. 
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0231589 

19. Cooley, Sarah. “Corals, Lobsters and Oysters-Oh My!” Ocean Conservancy, 5 Mar. 2019, 
oceanconservancy.org/blog/2019/03/06/corals-lobsters-oysters-oh/. 

20. Waters, Hannah. “Amazing Sea Butterflies Are the Ocean's Canary in the Coal Mine.” Smithsonian.com, 
Smithsonian Institution, 14 May 2013, www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/amazing-sea-butterflies-
are-the-oceans-canary-in-the-coal-mine-61813612/. 

21. Ogburn, Stephanie Paige. “Ocean Acidification Weakens Mussels' Grip.” Scientific American, Scientific 
American, 13 Mar. 2013, www.scientificamerican.com/article/ocean-acidification-weakens-mussels-grip/. 

22. Grossman, Elizabeth . “Northwest Oyster Die-Offs Show Ocean Acidification Has Arrived.” Yale E360, Yale 
School of the Environment, 21 Nov. 2011, e360.yale.edu/features/northwest_oyster_die-
offs_show_ocean_acidification_has_arrived. 

23. Fitzer, Susan. “The World's Shellfish Are under Threat as Our Oceans Become More Acidic.” Phys.org, 
Phys.org, 29 Jan. 2019, phys.org/news/2019-01-world-shellfish-threat-oceans-acidic.html. 

24. Fisheries, NOAA. “Fisheries of the United States, 2018.” NOAA, 21 Feb. 2020, 
www.fisheries.noaa.gov/feature-story/fisheries-united-states-2018. 

25. Wijsman J.W.M., Troost K., Fang J., Roncarati A. (2019) Global Production of Marine Bivalves. Trends and 
Challenges. In: Smaal A., Ferreira J., Grant J., Petersen J., Strand Ø. (eds) Goods and Services of Marine 
Bivalves. Springer, Cham. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-96776-9_2 

26. van der Schatte Olivier, Andrew, et al. “A Global Review of the Ecosystem Services Provided by Bivalve 
Aquaculture.” Wiley Online Library, European Social Fund, 12 Nov. 2018, doi.org/10.1111/raq.12301. 

27. “CO2 And Ocean Acidification: Causes, Impacts, Solutions.” Union of Concerned Scientists, 30 Jan. 2019, 
www.ucsusa.org/resources/co2-and-ocean-acidification. 

28. “The Effects: Dead Zones and Harmful Algal Blooms.” EPA, Environmental Protection Agency, 10 Mar. 
2017, www.epa.gov/nutrientpollution/effects-dead-zones-and-harmful-algal-blooms. 

http://www.epa.gov/ocean-acidification/understanding-science-ocean-and-coastal-acidification#carbon
http://www.epa.gov/ocean-acidification/understanding-science-ocean-and-coastal-acidification#carbon
http://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/chemical/carbondioxide.htm
http://www.climate.gov/news-features/featured-images/ocean-acidification-today-and-future
http://www.climate.gov/news-features/featured-images/ocean-acidification-today-and-future
http://news.mit.edu/2015/ocean-acidification-phytoplankton-0720
https://doi.org/10.1038/srep01769
http://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/feature-story/fisheries-united-states-2018


 Ariella Duvel 

9 

29. Holmyard, Nicki. “Killers at Sea: Harmful Algal Blooms and Their Impact on Aquaculture " Global 
Aquaculture Advocate.” Global Aquaculture Alliance, 16 July 2019, 
www.aquaculturealliance.org/advocate/killers-at-sea-harmful-algal-blooms-and-their-impact-on-aquaculture/. 

30. Magra, Iliana. “Millions of Salmon in Norway Killed by Algae Bloom.” The New York Times, The New York 
Times, 23 May 2019, www.nytimes.com/2019/05/23/world/europe/salmon-norway-algae-bloom.html. 

31. Editors. “Toxic Algal Bloom Kills 10,000 Salmon in Chile.” FishFarmingExpert.com, 14 Apr. 2020, 
www.fishfarmingexpert.com/article/toxic-algal-bloom-kills-10000-salmon-in-chile/. 

32. staff, Science X. “During Abrupt Warming, Lobsters in Acidic Water Have Reduced Heart Function, Fewer 
Infection-Fighting Cells.” Phys.org, Phys.org, 25 Apr. 2019, phys.org/news/2019-04-abrupt-lobsters-acidic-
heart-function.html. 

33. Waterman, Melissa. “Ocean Acidification May Affect Lobster Molt, Reproduction.” Maine Lobstermen's 
Community Alliance, Aug. 2018, mlcalliance.org/2018/08/12/ocean-acidification-may-affect-lobster-molt-
reproduction/. 

34. Bednaršek, Nina, et al. “Exoskeleton Dissolution with Mechanoreceptor Damage in Larval Dungeness Crab 
Related to Severity of Present-Day Ocean Acidification Vertical Gradients.” Science of The Total 
Environment, Elsevier, 22 Jan. 2020, www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0048969720301200. 

35. Andrew, Scottie. “The Pacific Ocean Is so Acidic That It's Dissolving Dungeness Crabs' Shells.” CNN, Cable 
News Network, 27 Jan. 2020, 5:07, www.cnn.com/2020/01/27/us/pacific-ocean-acidification-crabs-
dissolving-shells-scn-trnd/index.html. 

36. Davis, Matt. “Why Jellyfish Could Be the Biggest Winners from Climate Change.” World Economic Forum, 
Big Think, 8 May 2019, www.weforum.org/agenda/2019/05/climate-change-may-bring-acidic-oceans-full-of-
jellyfish/. 

37. Plaisance, Laetitia. Sneak Peek: Future of Coral Reefs in an Acidifying Ocean, 7 May 2018, 
ocean.si.edu/ecosystems/coral-reefs/sneak-peek-future-coral-reefs-acidifying-ocean. 

38. Marques DF, Marques SC, Duarte IM, Dupont S and Leandro S (2019). Effects of ocean acidification on 
growth and feeding rates of spotted jellyfish Phyllorhiza punctata early life stage/polyps.. Front. Mar. Sci. 
Conference Abstract: XX Iberian Symposium on Marine Biology Studies (SIEBM XX) . doi: 
10.3389/conf.fmars.2019.08.00131 

39. Henderson, Deric. “Jellyfish Invasion Wipes out Fish Farm.” The Independent, Independent Digital News 
and Media, 22 Nov. 2007, 01:00, www.independent.co.uk/environment/nature/jellyfish-invasion-wipes-out-
fish-farm-759008.html. 

40. “Jellyfish Swarm Kills 300,000 Salmon at Uist Fish Farm.” BBC News, BBC, 16 Dec. 2014, 
www.bbc.com/news/uk-scotland-highlands-islands-30493457. 

41. “The Effects of Climate Change.” NASA, NASA, 9 June 2020, climate.nasa.gov/effects/. 
42. Zia, Mustafa, et al. “Brazil Once Again Becomes the World's Largest Beef Exporter.” USDA ERS - Brazil 

Once Again Becomes the World's Largest Beef Exporter, 1 July 2019, www.ers.usda.gov/amber-
waves/2019/july/brazil-once-again-becomes-the-world-s-largest-beef-exporter/ 

43. Simon, Matt. “Who's Burning the Amazon? Rampant Capitalism.” Wired, Conde Nast, 8 Aug. 2019, 7:00, 
www.wired.com/story/whos-burning-the-amazon-rampant-capitalism/. 

44. “Cattle Ranching in the Amazon Region.” Yale School of the Environment Global Forest Atlas, 
globalforestatlas.yale.edu/amazon/land-use/cattle-ranching. 

45. Cho, Renee. “The 35 Easiest Ways to Reduce Your Carbon Footprint.” State of the Planet, 26 Aug. 2019, 
blogs.ei.columbia.edu/2018/12/27/35-ways-reduce-carbon-footprint/. 

46. Ro, Christine. “Can Fashion Ever Be Sustainable?” BBC Future, BBC, 10 Mar. 2020, 
www.bbc.com/future/article/20200310-sustainable-fashion-how-to-buy-clothes-good-for-the-climate. 

47. Root, Tik, and Lisa Friedman. “One Thing You Can Do: Slay the Energy Vampires.” The New York Times, 
The New York Times, 30 Oct. 2019, www.nytimes.com/2019/10/30/climate/nyt-climate-newsletter-energy-
vampires.html. 

48. “Energy Vampires Are Attacking Your Home – Here's How to Stop Them.” Energy.gov, 20 Oct. 2014, 
www.energy.gov/energysaver/articles/energy-vampires-are-attacking-your-home-here-s-how-stop-them. 

49. University of California - Santa Barbara. (2019, April 15). Plastic's carbon footprint: Researchers conduct 
first global assessment of the life cycle greenhouse gas emissions from plastics. ScienceDaily. Retrieved 
August 6, 2020 from www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2019/04/190415144004.htm 

50. Patel, Prachi. “Four Strategies to Tackle the Carbon Footprint of Plastic.” Anthropocene, 2 May 2019, 
www.anthropocenemagazine.org/2019/05/reducing-the-carbon-footprint-of-plastic-is-doable-but-not-easy/. 

51. Denchak, Melissa. “How You Can Stop Global Warming.” NRDC, 17 Jul. 2020, www.nrdc.orgA/stories/how-
you-can-stop-global-warming. 

52. Connor, Alex. “That Anti-Straw Movement? It's All Based on One 9-Year-Old's Suspect Statistic.” USA 
Today, Gannett Satellite Information Network, 18 July 2018, 1:13, 
www.usatoday.com/story/news/2018/07/18/anti-straw-movement-based-unverified-statistic-500-million-
day/750563002/. 

http://www.aquaculturealliance.org/advocate/killers-at-sea-harmful-algal-blooms-and-their-impact-on-aquaculture/
http://www.nytimes.com/2019/05/23/world/europe/salmon-norway-algae-bloom.html
http://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/article/toxic-algal-bloom-kills-10000-salmon-in-chile/
http://www.weforum.org/agenda/2019/05/climate-change-may-bring-acidic-oceans-full-of-jellyfish/
http://www.weforum.org/agenda/2019/05/climate-change-may-bring-acidic-oceans-full-of-jellyfish/
http://www.independent.co.uk/environment/nature/jellyfish-invasion-wipes-out-fish-farm-759008.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/environment/nature/jellyfish-invasion-wipes-out-fish-farm-759008.html
http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-scotland-highlands-islands-30493457
http://www.ers.usda.gov/amber-waves/2019/july/brazil-once-again-becomes-the-world-s-largest-beef-exporter/
http://www.ers.usda.gov/amber-waves/2019/july/brazil-once-again-becomes-the-world-s-largest-beef-exporter/
http://www.wired.com/story/whos-burning-the-amazon-rampant-capitalism/
http://www.bbc.com/future/article/20200310-sustainable-fashion-how-to-buy-clothes-good-for-the-climate
http://www.energy.gov/energysaver/articles/energy-vampires-are-attacking-your-home-here-s-how-stop-them
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2019/04/190415144004.htm
http://www.anthropocenemagazine.org/2019/05/reducing-the-carbon-footprint-of-plastic-is-doable-but-not-easy/
http://www.nrdc.org/stories/how-you-can-stop-global-warming
http://www.nrdc.org/stories/how-you-can-stop-global-warming


 Ariella Duvel 

10 

53. Ellis, Ralph, and Sarah Moon. “Plastic Straws Banned in California Full-Service Restaurants -- Unless 
Customers Request One.” CNN, Cable News Network, 20 Sept. 2018, 8:58, 
www.cnn.com/2018/09/20/us/plastic-straws-banned-in-california/index.html. 

54. CBS New York. “NYC Passes Law To Keep Store Doors Closed When Air Conditioning Is On.” CBS New 
York, CBS New York, 8 Oct. 2015, 11:24, newyork.cbslocal.com/2015/10/08/nyc-air-conditioning-law/. 

55. Bliss, Laura. “Air Conditioning Belongs Inside, Says This Campaign.” Bloomberg.com, Bloomberg, 22 June 
2017, 5:05, www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2017-06-22/air-conditioning-belongs-inside-says-this-
campaign. 

56. Fitzer, Susan C., et al. “Selectively Bred Oysters Can Alter Their Biomineralization Pathways, Promoting 
Resilience to Environmental Acidification.” Wiley Online Library, 25 Sept. 2019, doi.org/10.1111/gcb.14818. 

57. “Crossbreeding and Selection for Resistance to Ocean Acidification in Pacific Oysters.” Washington Sea 

Grant, wsg.washington.edu/research/crossbreeding-and-selection-for-resistance-to-ocean-acidification-in-

pacific-oysters/ 

58. Olick, Diana. “Oyster Reefs Are Making a Comeback–by Protecting Coasts from the Ravages of Climate 
Change.” CNBC, CNBC, 8 Oct. 2019, 8:05, www.cnbc.com/2019/10/08/oyster-reefs-making-a-comeback-to-
protect-coasts-from-climate-change.html. 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.cnn.com/2018/09/20/us/plastic-straws-banned-in-california/index.html
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2017-06-22/air-conditioning-belongs-inside-says-this-campaign
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2017-06-22/air-conditioning-belongs-inside-says-this-campaign

